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Class of 2021 First Destination Survey ² Executive Summary 
 
ABOUT THE SURVEY 
 

The purpose of the annual First Destination Survey is to capture information on Messiah University's alumni 

employment and graduate school status within six to nine months of graduation.  For the purpose of this survey, 

the "Class of 2021" is defined as anyone who graduated in December 2020, May 2021, or August 2021.    

Statistics provided are based on information received through a variety of methods.  An electronic survey was 

distributed in May via email.  Graduating seniors who had confirmed their post-graduation plans were asked to 

complete the survey during the cap and gown distribution in May.  Follow-up emails were then sent in October, 

November, and December to alumni who had not yet responded to the survey.  In January, individual academic 

departments were contacted via phone or email, and a request was made to all Messiah University educators 

for any additional information on graduates whose status remained unknown.  Finally, information on non-

responders was gathered from updated professional profiles on social media sites such as LinkedIn.  It is 

important to note that the collection process and reporting summary of results adheres to the professional 

guidelines set forth by NACE (the National Association for Colleges and Employers).   

Through this extensive process, we obtained a 78% knowledge rate for the Class of 2021.  "Knowledge rate" is 

defined by NACE as the "percent of graduates for which an institution has reasonable and verifiable information 

concerning the graduates' post-graduation career activities."   

This report aims to provide summary highlights and a breakdown by academic department of the post-graduate 

activity for the Class of 2021.   
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GENERAL SUMMARY 

Graduates of the Class of 2021 were asked to identify their primary status 6 to 9 months after graduation.  

 

Of the 78% for whom we have verifiable data, 99% report being employed or in a 

graduate or professional program within 6 to 9 months after graduation (78% secured 

employment and 21% indicated graduate or professional school). 

The statistics for Messiah University graduates compare favorably to the most recent national averages reported 

by the National Association of Colleges and Employers (NACE) in their "First Destination for the College Class of 

2019" report.  (Please note: the national Class of 2020 data from NACE will not be available until the summer of 

2021).  The following statistics show the national averages for the primary activity of the Class of 2019 as 

reported by NACE: 58.6% employment (compared to 78% for Messiah graduates); 21.1% graduate-
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GEOGRAPHIC DESTINATIONS 
 
The geographic destinations for the Class of 2021 spanned the United States as well as international locations.  

In the U.S., the Mid-Atlantic continues to be the strongest draw for Messiah University graduates, constituting 

approximately 86.9% of the graduates.  International destinations totaled 1.5% and included Malaysia, China, 

and Singapore.  

 

  

 

 The Mid-Atlantic continues to be the strongest draw for Messiah University graduates, 

constituting approximately 86.9% of the responding graduates
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INDUSTRY REPRESENTATION OF GRADUATES     
The top three industries reported include 1) Education 2) Nursing/Healthcare and 3) 

Business/Accounting/Financial Services. 
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EMPLOYERS OF THE CLASS OF 2021 
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Department of Treasury Internal Revenue Service 

Digital Harrisburg Initiative 

Diversified Treatment Alternative Center 

Doodle Bugs! Children's Learning Academy  

DPS Group Global 

Dreamland Stage Company 

Duke Health 

Eastern University 

Eastern York School District 

Eco Shield 

Eden Christian Academy 

ELIC 

Episcopal Service Corps  

Ettain Group 

Eurofins Lancaster Laboratories 

Evans Bank 

Eventide Asset Management 
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Stambaugh Ness CPA 

Steckbeck Engineering and Surverying 
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GRADUATE & PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL INFORMATION 

20% of the Class of 2021 identify graduate or professional school as their primary activity following 

graduation.  The following graph displays fields of study which represent graduate and professional 

programs attended by these Messiah University graduates.  The top three fields include 1) Sciences 

(Biology, Physical and Health Professions) 2) Education/Social Science/Government and 3) Humanities. 
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GRADUATE SCHOOLS FOR THE CLASS OF 2021  

The Class of 2021 received acceptance to a wide variety of graduate and professional programs.  

Below is a sample of specific colleges and universities: 
 

Alvernia University 

Arcadia University 

Bethany Seminary 

Case Western Reserve University 

Catholic University 

Chatham University 

Cornell University 

Cranbrook 

DeSales University 

Drexel University 
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SUMMARY OF POST-GRADUATE ACTIVITY BY SCHOOL/ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT 

See pg. 20 for data on students' secondary majors 

ACADEMIC DEPT/MAJOR EMPLOYED 
ADVANCED 

DEGREE 

STILL 

SEEKING/OTHER 

STATUS 

UNKNOWN 
TOTAL 

SCHOOL OF THE ARTS           
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Department of Computer & Information 

Science 
          

Computer and Information Science 18 0 0 8 26 

Digital Media (Computer Science) 0 0 0 0 0 

            

Department of Engineering           

Engineering 38 2 0 15 55 

            

Department of Health, Nutrition, and 

Exercise Science 
          

Adventure Education 6 0 0 2 8 

Applied Health Science 18 23 0 8 49 

Athletic Training 3 2 0 2 7 

Health & Phys. Ed K-12 1 0 0 1 2 

Nutrition and Dietetics 2 2 0 0 4 

Sport Management 1 4 0 2 7 

            

Department of Mathematics, Physics, and 

Statistics 
          

Actuarial Science 1 1 0 0 2 

Mathematics 1 2 0 2 5 

Mathematics with Secondary Teaching 

Certification 
2 1 0 0 3 

Physics 0 0 0 0 0 
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ACADEMIC DEPT/MAJOR EMPLOYED 
ADVANCED 

DEGREE 
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APPENDIX: SUMMARY OF POST-GRADUATE ACTIVITY FOR THOSE WITH SECONDARY MAJORS WHO RESPONDED 
TO THE SURVEY* 
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ECONOMICS 

Sales Lead, REI, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 
Revenue Officer, Department of Treasury Internal Revenue Service 
 
FINANCE 

Commercial Loans, Mid PENN Bank, Camp Hill, Pennsylvania 
Client Service Associate, Ambassador Advisors, LLC, Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
Credit Analyst, MidPenn Bank 
Senior Consultant, Actualize Consulting 
Corporate & Investor Relations Officer, Linkbank, Camp Hill, Pennsylvania 
 
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 

Registered Behavior Technician, Butterfly Affects, Raleigh, North Carolina 
Social Media Marketing Manager, Chick-fil-A 
Crew Member and Section Leader, Trader Joe's, Rochester, New York 
Global Talent Acquisition, OcBang, San Jose, California 
Business Analyst, Candoris, Annville, Pennsylvania 
 
 
MARKETING 
Admissions Counselor, Messiah University, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 
Marketing Coordinator, Ollie's, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
Customer Care Agent, Brilliant Eart 
Messiah University, Education M.ED., Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 
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EDUCATION CERTIFICATION: GRADES 4-8 

6-8th Grade Math Teacher, Christian School of York, York, Pennsylvania 
8th Grade Math Teacher, Bermudian Springs School District, York Springs, Pennsylvania 
6th Grade English Teacher, Millville School District, Millville, New Jersey 
Elementary PE Teacher, Eden Christian Academy, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
8th Grade Math Teacher, Mountain View Middle School, Pennsylvania 
Math Instructor, Mathnasium of Hershey, Hershey, Pennsylvania 
 
DUAL CERTIFICATION: ELEMENTARY EDUCATION AND SPECIAL EDUCATION  
2nd Grade Teacher, Sussex Christian School, Sussex, New Jersey 
4th Grade Teacher, West Shore School District, Camp Hill, Pennsylvania 
2nd Grade Teacher, Conewago Township Elementary School, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 
K-12 Autistic Support, Miller Heights Elementary School, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 
Intensive Learning Support, Northern Middle School, Northern York County School District 
Long Term First Grade Substitute, Upper Perkiomen School District 
Care Worker in Group Home, The Arc of Cumberland & Perry Counties, Carlisle, Pennsylvania 
Youth Worker, Hillside Children's Center, Auburn, New York 
1st Grade Teacher, Stewartstown Elementary School 
Elementary Teacher, School District of Lancaster, Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
 

Engineering 
BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING 

UT Southwestern, Prosthetics & Orthotics 
 

CIVIL ENGINEERING 

Associate Professional, SCS Engineering 
Water Resource Engineer, Bergmann, Horscheads, New York 
Graduate Civil Engineer, Wilson Consulting Group 
Bridge Engineer, NTM Engineering 
Entry Level Structural Engineer, SAI Consulting Engineers, Lemoyne, Pennsylvania 
Junior Engineer, North Woods Engineering, Saranac Lake, New York 
Engineering Technician, CCJM, Hunt Valley, Maryland 
Civil Engineer, Frederick Ward Associates, Bel Air, Pennsylvania 
Engineering Associate, Steckbeck Engineering and Surveying, Pennsylvania 
Site Civil Engineer, Colliers Engineering & Design 
Mechanical Engineer: Vessel Design, Johnson Controls, Waynesboro, Pennsylvania 
Draftsmen, Mease Engineering P.C., Quakertown, Pennsylvania 
Project Engineer, Clean Vapor LLC 
Design Engineer, Pine Hill Trailers 

 
COMPUTER ENGINEERING  

TECDP Full-
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Health, Nutrition, and Exercise Science 
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Director, Health is Wellness, Bozeman, Montana 
Thomas Jefferson University, MSOT  
Rehab Tech, Amber Hill Therapy Centers, Jefferson, Maryland 
Arcadia University, Physical Therapy DPT, Glenside, Pennsylvania 
Business Relations, Linkbank, Camp Hill, Pennsylvania 
Messiah University, DPT, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 
Thomas Jefferson University, MSOT  

 
ATHLETIC TRAINING  

AT Physician Extender, OIP Camp Hill 
Athletic Trainer, Lower Dauphin 
Messiah University, Athletic Training M.A., Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 
Messiah University, Higher Education Intercollegiate Athletic Leadership, Mechanicsburg, 
Pennsylvania 
Graduate Assistant, Messiah University 
 
HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION K-12 
HPE Teacher, Garden Spot MS 

 
NUTRITION AND DIETETICS  

Dietetic Intern, Messiah University / Wellspan Health, York, Pennsylvania 
Dietetic Internship, Messiah University, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 
Messiah University, Dietetic internship N/A, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 
Messiah University, Dietetics Intern  
 
SPORT MANAGEMENT 

Messiah University, Intercollegiate Athletic Leadership Masters, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Masters of Sport Science M.A., Indiana, Pennsylvania 
Messiah University, Intercollegiate Athletic Leadership w/ Concentration in Higher Education 
Masters, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 
Messiah University, Intercollegiate Sport Leadership, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 
Slate Roofer and Painter, Stewart's Slate Roofing & Painting, Delta, Pennsylvania 
  

History 
HISTORY 

Swim Instructor, YMCA, Fredrick, Maryland 
Support Operation Specialist, FBI, Huntsville, Alabama 
Substitute Teacher, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 
Project Assistant, The Mix, Lancaster, Pennsylvania 

 
HISTORY WITH SECONDARY TEACHING CERTIFICATION 

8th Grade US History Teacher, Carlisle School District, Carlisle, Pennsylvania 
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Human Development and Family Science  
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AND FAMILY SCIENCE 
Life Skills Counselor, Valley Youth House 

Toddler Teacher, ABC Children's Center, State College, Pennsylvania 
George Washington University Milken Institute School of Public Health, Public Health with 
Health Policy Concentration  
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PSYCHOLOGY 

Eastern University, School Psychology M.S., Saint Davids, Pennsylvania 
Messiah University, Clinical Mental Health Counseling M.A., Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 
Montclair State University, Masters in Counseling Clinical Mental Health Track M.A, Montclair, 
New Jersey 
Merrimack College, Clinical Mental Health Counseling M.S., North Andover, Massachusetts 
Special Education Instructional Assistant, Frederick County Public Schools 
West Chester University, Psychology M. S., West Chester, Pennsylvania 
Behavioral Health Specialist, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 



  Class of 2021 Survey 

 

Page 36 

 

Theatre and Dance 
DANCE 

Dance teacher, Dance Academy XIV, Shippensburg, Pennsylvania 
Performer, Herkon & Right Angle Entertainment, LA, California 
 
DIGITAL MEDIA 
Audio Visual Technician, The George Washington University 

 
MUSICAL THEATRE 
Moravian College, Performance Creation 

Preschool Teacher, The Goddard School, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
  
THEATRE 

Camp Counselor, Summer Fun Days, Monroe, Connecticut 
Account Coordinator, Coyne PR 
Producer, The Bar, Kuala Lumpur 
Case Western Reserve University, Acting M.F.A, Cleveland, Ohio 

 

 


