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Notice 1392
(Rev. January 2020)

Department of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service

Supplemental Form W-4 Instructions 
for Nonresident Aliens

 

Nonresident aliens must follow special instructions when 
completing Form W-4, Employee's Withholding Certificate, for 
compensation paid to such individuals as employees 
performing dependent personal services in the United States. 
Compensation for dependent personal services includes 
amounts paid as wages, salaries, fees, bonuses, 
commissions, compensatory scholarships, fellowship income, 
and similar designations for amounts paid to an employee.

Getting tax forms and publications. Go to 

What compensation is subject to 
withholding and requires a Form W-4?

Compensation paid to a nonresident alien for performing 
personal services as an employee in the United States is 
subject to graduated withholding. Compensation for personal 
services also includes amounts paid as a scholarship or 
fellowship grant to the extent it represents pa 0୰ಀಐ௰�묀뤀쨀ΐ쨀̀뜀숀뼀묀쐀-4ƅ gras paid°̀믅Ȁ먀hhinvices �
sces as an ming 

D옠鬀쐀뼀쨀묀먀̀ᘀ쨀뜀쨀묀준̀뼀준̀witicЀ

Certain compensation paid to residents of American 
Samoa, Puerto Rico, or the U.S. Virgin Islands.

• Compensation paid to foreign agricultural workers 
temporarily admitted into the United States on H-2A visas.

See Pub. 519 to see if you qualify for one of these 
exemptions.

Nonresident aliens may be exempt from wage withholding 
on part or all of their compensation for dependent personal 
services under an income tax treaty. If you are claiming a tax 
treaty withholding exemption, do not complete Form W-4. 
Instead, complete Form 8233, Exemption from Withholding on 
Compensation for Independent (and Certain Dependent) 
Personal Services of a Nonresident Alien Individual, and give it 
to each withholding agent from whom amounts will be 
received.

Even if you submit Form 8233, the withholding agent may 
have to withhold tax from your income because the factors on 
which the treaty exemption is based may not be determinable 
until after the close of the tax year. In this case, you must file 
Form 1040-NR, U.S. Nonresident Alien Income Tax Return (or 
Form 1040-NR-EZ, U.S. Income Tax Return for Certain 
Nonresident Aliens With No Dependents, if you qualify), to 
recover any overwithheld tax and to provide the IRS with proof 
that you are entitled to the treaty exemption. See Form 8233 
and the Instructions for Form 8233, Pub. 901, U.S. Tax 
Treaties, and Pub. 519 for more information on treaty benefits.
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