
MESSIAH 
UNIVERSITY 
PERCUSSION 
ENSEMBLE

Dr. Erik Forst, Director

Saturday, November 4, 2023 at 7:30 p.m. 
Calvin and Janet High Center for Worship  

and Performing Arts, Parmer Hall

DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC



1

PROGRAM

Joy Variations (2023).................................................................................Paul Millette 
          (b 1992)

Persistence (2015).......................................................................................Brian Blume 
          (b 1985)

Shimmer (2022)...........................................................................................Kevin Shah 
         (b. 1982)

2023 Percussive Arts Society Chamber Competition Set

Threads (2005)........................................................................................... Paul Lansky 
IV. Aria                                                                                                 (b. 1944)

Percussion Quartet (2019)........................................................................Danny Elfman 
I.                                                                                                           (b. 1953)

Messiah University Chamber Percussion Ensemble

Chromatic Fox-Trot (arr. 1980).................................................George Hamilton Green 
    (1893-1970)

Arr. Bob Becker 
            (b. 1947)

Emily Szmurlo, Xylophone Soloist

Stained Glass (1994)...............................................................................David Gillingham 
         (b. 1947)
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MESSIAH UNIVERSITY 
PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE MEMBERS 

Isabella Crognale – Danvers, MA 
Brian Gambler – Reading, PA
Aaron Johnson – Columbia, MD
Noah Kitner – Ickesburg, PA
Ava Moore – Cecil Township, PA
Caleb Rice – Perkasie, PA
Samuel Shaw – Washington, PA
Rob Shemenski – Manchester, CT
Lizbeth Stephan – Lancaster, PA
Ethan Stroud – Batavia, NY
Emily Szmurlo – Romer, NY
Yemliot Tirado Franceschini – Lebanon, PA
Nathaniel Zarate – New Market, MD
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For details on the 2023-2024 Performing Arts Series and Concerts 
visit arts.messiah.edu.

PERFORMING ARTS SERIES

Jacob Keith Watson, Broadway Tenor & Messiah University Symphony OrchestraJacob Keith Watson, Broadway Tenor & Messiah University Symphony Orchestra
November 20 • High Center, Parmer Hall, 7:30 p.m.

Messiah University Christmas ConcertMessiah University Christmas Concert





Messiah University Concert ChoirMessiah University Concert Choir
Joy Meade, conductor



Messiah University Guitar EnsembleMessiah University Guitar Ensemble
Gavin Horning, director



WE ASK YOUR COOPERATION 
Please silence or turn off all cell phones and other electronic devices. Video and 
audio recording and/or broadcasting is strictly prohibited by copyright laws. 
Devices used in this manner will be confiscated until after the performance.  

A WORD ABOUT CHILDREN
Families with children are always welcome at Messiah University Music 
Department events. For the courtesy of our performers and other patrons, we 


